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UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE  - September 2007 
 
ST JOHN’S CUTCOMBE 
 
Sept 2nd  10.30am UNITED BENEFICE CW/HC  
   Readers Mr G Harvey & Mrs P Aubrey 
   Sidesmen Mr J Howe & Mr R Neal 
Sept 9th      8.00am HOLY COMMUNION BCP 
   Readers Mr E Beckett & Mr J Webber 
   Sidesman Mr  R Neal 
Sept 16th     6.00am EVENSONG 
   Readers  Mrs W Schofield & Mr R Webber 
   Sidesman Mr P Webber 
Sept 23rd  11.15am FAMILY COMMUNION  
   Readers to be arranged 
   Sidesmen Daniel and Nick Matravers 
Sept 30th  10.30am UNITED BENEFICE CW HC AT EXTON 
Oct 7th      11.15am HARVEST FESTIVAL 
   Readers Mr J Webber & Mrs W Schofield 
   Sidesmen Mr P Webber & Daniel Matravers 
 
FLOWERS & BRASS 
Sept 1st   Lesley Lyle 
Sept 8th & 15th  The Howe Family 
Sept 22nd & 29th Angela Edwards 
   
CUTCOMBE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 
Teas - September 11th   Barbara Norman 
Teas - September 25th   Eileen Webber 
 
CUTCOMBE CHURCH 
 
A date for your diaries.  Cutcombe Harvest Supper and Auction will be 
held on Monday October 8th in the Moorland Hall.  We look forward to 
seeing you all there. 
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Sea Sunday 
Thank you all for your support on Sea Sunday.  The final total added to the 
church funds was £210 
 
CUTCOMBE FETE 
 
Cutcombe Fete windup meeting will be on Tuesday 4th September at 7pm.  
Do come along so we can plan for next year and make it even better. 
 
Cutcombe Fete Grand Draw 
  
I would like to thank everyone who bought or sold the Grand Draw tickets 
again this year. We didn't sell quite as many as last year, but still managed 
to raise a healthy £694. We had lots of great prizes donated- a big thank 
you to all who gave these. Thank you to Jean Webber for her help on the 
day. 
  
 I have been contacting various attractions for tickets etc- some of these 
have in fact supported us several times.  If anyone has any ideas of other 
places/organizations I could contact with a request for prizes, please let me 
know. My number is 841239 or email   lindaatkins@dunkeryhill.co.uk 
I usually start making contact around Feb/Mar time.  Linda 

TOUR OF BRITAIN 2007 

On the 11th September 2007 the Tour of Britain Cycle Race is coming to 
Exmoor – and yes Wheddon Cross and Luckwell Bridge!  

96 riders, 16 International teams will be taking part in a 169km race from 
Yeovil to Taunton via Exmoor.  Our area has a sprint section and hill 
climb so will provide an excellent viewing point to watch the race.  We 
hope to put on several events on the day – see poster   

Full details about the race can be seen on www.bikesomerset.co.uk  and   
www.tourofbritain.co.uk climb so will provide an excellent viewing point 
to watch the race.  For details see poster and website.   
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Tuesday 11th September 2007 
 

16 Teams 
105 Miles 

Over 400 Metres of Ascent 
 

For the first time in its history, one of the world’s leading cycle events is 
coming to Somerset. Teams will be battling it out over the toughest and 

most thrilling stage of all.  
 

And The Best Place to see this in the heart of Exmo or? 
 

Wheddon Cross  
 

Final ‘King of the Mountains’ Hill Climb and Final Sprint Section 
(expected between 1pm & 2pm) 

Easy access from Taunton, Dunster and beyond 
 

Parking, Tea Rooms, Pub, Shop & Toilets 
 

There will be plenty for visitors to see and do: 
 

Craft & Local Produce Fair (11am onwards) 
Ice Cream Stall 

Barbeque 
Enduro cycle event 
Bicycle Gymkana 

Competition to win prizes donated by Exmoor House Hotel & The Rest & 
Be Thankful Inn 

Exmoor Pony Society 
(with a chance to see one close up!) 

Exmoor National Park Information & Display 
www.wheddoncross.org.uk 
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Pick a winner….  join us for a night out at the races and help raise 
funds for Somerset Cancer Care! 
 
Local charity Somerset Cancer Care invites you to a fun night at the 
‘virtual’ horse races, on 29th September at 7pm at Crowcombe Village 
Hall.  Come along to enjoy all the fun, thrills and spills of a day out at the 
races, picking your winner, having a flutter, watching the (video) races on 
a large screen, and if you are lucky, collecting your winnings.  You can 
celebrate your success, or drown your sorrows, at the licensed bar.  Tickets 
@ £12.50, to include a delicious supper provided by Combe Florey 
Kitchens, are available from: 01823 662533. 
 
Somerset Cancer Care’s professionally trained volunteers offer 
information and support to cancer patients and their carers at Musgrove 
Hospital and also at C.A.F.E. drop-in centres in Taunton, Minehead and 
Wells, where patients and carers can chat over an informal cuppa and 
receive free, relaxing complementary therapies.   
 
If you would like any further information about Somerset Cancer Care, or 
would be interested in becoming a volunteer, please phone our freephone 
number 0800 731 4608 or write to Fiona Campbell, Somerset Cancer Care, 
The Office, 14A Old Vicarage Lane, Bishops Lydeard, Somerset TA4 
3AT. 
 
CUTCOMBE W.I. 
 
Our September meeting is on the 12th with an illustrated talk on Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf at 7.30pm.  I spotted one in Minehead and went running 
down the street to get in front of a somewhat startled deaf gentleman with 
a dog wearing a Hearing Dog waistcoat.  He told me the difference his dog 
had made to his life.  Our speaker is coming from Tiverton.   
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CUTCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Parish Council met on the 21st August, too late for details to appear in this 
month’s magazine. Draft minutes of all meetings are available on the 
website www.wheddoncross.org.uk and are posted on the Parish notice 
boards at Wheddon Cross and Luckwell Bridge. Remember to leave any 
community notices or correspondence for the Clerk in the yellow folder at 
the Londis shop. 
 
Free Training Opportunities 
Courses in Community Involvement are available at Glastonbury (10th & 
11th October) and Watchet (8th, 15th & 29th October) for those involved in 
fundraising, planning a small community project or sitting on or chairing 
committees. Some help is available for childcare and travel: contact Val 
Saunders on 01458 253224 or Sue Duffen on 01823 665216 or see the 
notice on the Parish Council notice board at the Londis shop.  
Take Art  is running three-day dance with older people training courses in 
2008, suitable for carers and those working with older people. The courses 
are packed with creative ideas. No dance experience is necessary: contact 
Hannah on 01460 249450 for details. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 18th September at 
7.30 pm in the Moorland Hall. The agenda will be available on the website 
and on the Parish Council notice boards in Wheddon Cross and Luckwell 
Bridge several days beforehand. Please remember that all parishioners are 
warmly welcomed at Parish Council meetings and time is set aside at the 
beginning of each meeting for public questions and statements. 
 
Contact the Clerk, Marlene Allinson, for any further information: (01984) 
639901 or e-mail marlene@marleneallinson.wanadoo.co.uk 
 
Road closure proposal of B3224 at Luckwell Bridge 
  
Following negotiations with Cllr John Edwards, Cutcombe Parish Council, 
and Highway Representatives, it has been resolved not to close the road 
this autumn. It is agreed work will take place, starting in Sept to improve 
the drainage between Blagdon Cross and Luckwell Bridge, this work will 
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involve the use of traffic lights. Assurance has been sought to minimise the 
time taken to complete this work. 
It has been accepted that the road will need to be closed to construct some 
cross drains, this work has provisionally been set for June 2008,with 
closure between 6pm and Midnight, the reason for these times is to 
minimise the inconvenience that will be caused to all users of this very 
important and busy road.    Roger Webber, Chair C.P.C. 
 
JUST FOR A MINUTE - FORGET EVERYTHING STRESSFUL 
AND READ THIS ............... 
 
Close your eyes and go back in time... 
 
Before the Internet...  Before Political Correctness... 
Before semi-automatics, joyriders and crack.... 
Before SEGA or Super Nintendo... 
 
Way back........ 
 
I'm talking about Hide and Seek in the park.  The corner shop. 
Hopscotch. Butterscotch. Skipping. Handstands. 
Football with an old can. Fingerbob. 
Beano, Dandy, Buster, Twinkle and Dennis the Menace. 
Roly Poly. Hula Hoops, jumping the stream, building dams. 
The smell of the sun and fresh cut grass. Bazooka Joe bubble gum. 
An ice cream cone on a warm summer night from the van that plays a 
tune. Chocolate or vanilla or strawberry or maybe Neapolitan or 
perhaps screwball. 
 
Wait...... 
 
Watching Saturday morning cartoons, short commercials or the 
flicks. Children's Film Foundation, The Double Deckers, Red Hand 
Gang, Tomorrow People, Tiswas or Swapshop?, and 'Why Don't 
You'? – or staying up for Doctor Who. 
When around the corner seemed far away and going into town seemed 
like going somewhere. 
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Earwigs, wasps, stinging nettles and bee stings. Sticky fingers. 
Playing Marbles. Ball bearings. Big 'uns and Little 'uns. 
Cops and Robbers, Cowboys and Indians, and Zorro. 
Climbing trees. Making igloos out of snow banks. 
Walking to school, no matter what the weather. 
Running till you were out of breath, laughing so hard that your 
stomach hurt. Jumping on the bed. Pillow fights. 
Spinning around on roundabouts, getting dizzy and falling down was 
cause for giggles.  
Being tired from playing.…….remember that? 
The worst embarrassment was being picked last for a team. 
Water balloons were the ultimate weapon. 
Football cards in the spokes transformed any bike into a motorcycle. 
Choppers and Grifters. 
Eating raw jelly. Orange squash ice pops. Vimto and Jubbly lollies 
 
Remember when... 
 
There were three types of trainers - girls and boys, and Dunlop Green 
Flash The only time you wore them at School was for P.E. 
And they were called gym shoes or if you are older - plimsoles 
You knew everyone in your street - and so did your parents. 
It wasn't odd to have two or three 'best' friends. 
You didn't sleep a wink on Christmas Eve. 
When nobody owned a pure-bred dog. 
When 25p was decent pocket money.  
Curly Whirlys. Space Dust. Toffo's. Top Trumps.  
When you'd reach into a muddy gutter for a penny.  
When any parent could discipline any kid, or feed him or use him to 
carry groceries and nobody, not even the kid, thought a thing of it. 
 
When being sent to the head's office was nothing compared to the 
fate that awaited a misbehaving pupil at home. 
Basically, we were in fear for our lives but it wasn't because of 
drive-by shootings, drugs, gangs etc. 
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Remember when.... 
 
Decisions were made by going 'Ip, Dip, Dog Shit' 
Race issue' meant arguing about who ran the fastest. 
Money issues were handled by whoever was the banker in Monopoly 
The worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex was germs. 
And the worst thing in your day was having to sit next to one. 
It was unbelievable that 'British Bulldog 123' wasn't an Olympic 
event. Having a weapon in school, meant being caught with a catapult. 
Nobody was prettier than Mum. 
Scrapes and bruises were kissed and made better. 
Taking drugs meant orange-flavoured chewable aspirin. 
Ice cream was considered a basic food group. 
Getting a foot of snow was a dream come true. 
Older siblings were the worst tormentors, but also the fiercest 
protectors. 
 
If you can remember most or all of these, then you have LIVED. 
Pass this on to anyone who may need a break from their grown life... 
 
WHEDDON CROSS CARNIVAL CLUB 

My last report was sometime ago as there has been little to report until 
recently except – build  build  build! 

Thanks mainly to Mick, Jonathon and Mandy who have worked hour after 
hour - weekends and evenings we were ready on time to take part in 
Watchet Carnival, which for us is extremely early, not just in the day but at 
least two months in our event’s calendar. Thanks also to all those involved 
in making costumes - Sarah, Sheralee, Ruth and their helpers came up 
trumps with all being ready on time. 

The day came and all went well and the children seemed to enjoy the day 
and even the sun shone down for a change.  To top the day off we came 
away with a cup and trophy for the ‘Best 1st Time Entry’. 
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We have a few more illuminations to add and some minor adjustments to 
make before our next events at Barnstaple on the 22nd September, 
Wellington on the 29th September, Dulverton on the 6th October, Taunton 
on the 20th October and Tiverton on the 1st December. 

Before the next events we would like to present a fully illuminated and 
costumed showing to the village on the 14th September at 8.30pm on the 
Sports Field.  Everyone is most welcome to come along and support the 
children with their Wild West Show. 

The Club would like to thank all their sponsors and those who have 
supported our recent fund raising events.  We still have a bit more of our 
Dart’s Marathon Sponsorship money to come in – which will help towards 
our expenses. 

Finally due to the resignation of Tracey Stiling as Chairperson an 
extraordinary meeting was held on the 6th August to elect a new 
chairperson.  I hope many of you saw the posters advertising the meeting.  
As a result of the meeting Jeff Howe was proposed and accepted the post.  
The Club would like to thank Tracey for all her help and enthusiasm over 
the last few years.  Chris Matravers (Sec) 

CUTCOMBE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

On a lucky dry evening 21 members met at Horner Car Park for our 
customary August walk.  This was a three-way walk depending on how far 
we wanted to go.  Some went up the valley, whilst the more adventurous 
went up as far as the Cat’s Scramble before returning. 

This was followed by the most longed for visit to Jan’s Tea Room for a 
Ploughman’s and meringues! 

Our September walk will be the last walk of the season.  We will meet at 
6.30pm at the Yarn Market in Dunster on Wednesday 19th September to be 
followed by our usual supper get together. 
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If you wish to put anything in the magazine please contact Cynthia on 
831513 or cynthste@talktalk.net  

ALL CHANGE 

Once again we have a few new faces in the village.  Barry and Linda have 
moved into Raleigh Manor. 

Mai and Will Cudmore moved into Little Quarme at the beginning of 
August and plan on carrying on the very successful Little Quarme Country 
Cottage business.  Geraldine, Matthew and Alexander and Brenda have 
moved to Tiverton.  We wish both families all the best in their new homes 
and business. 

Carole, John and John’s mum are moving all the way to Winsford so we 
will still be seeing quite a lot of them.  Good luck with the move and your 
new bungalow. 

We are also losing Richard and Christine Taylor and Christine’s mum 
Mary from Chapel Cottage.  They are off to Minehead to live. I understand 
that we will be welcoming a family from High Wycombe later this month.  
I expect we will be seeing you all sometime in Minehead and hope that 
you will keep in contact with events and friends at Wheddon Cross. 

Apologies to anyone coming to live in the parish if I have missed out 
welcoming you.  Sometimes news gets waylaid for a few weeks/months 
before reaching me!  If no-one gives me info for the magazine or tells me 
what is going on I can’t report it. 

WEATHER EYE 

   
 

He who bathes in July 
Will dance like a fly 
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July’s weather can be summed up in one word – wet!  (and not particularly 
warm either).  The first week of the month continued as the end of June 
finished – mild, showery, some rain and very windy at times.  The 7th 
brought a dry, warm sunny, breezy sort of day, (the first for nearly a 
fortnight) but the 8th proved to be showery once again.  This set the pattern 
for almost the rest of the month. 
 
St Gualbert’s Day on the 12th ( he is the Patron Saint of Foresters), proved 
to be drier, mild, grey and windy with a little sun.  On the 17th a sharp clap 
of thunder was heard around 7am ( a very effective alarm clock).  The 18th 
was dry but showery overnight and the 19th brought thunder and lightning 
around midday but no rain.  A storm before teatime brought some very 
heavy rain. 
 
The rest of the month remained unsettled with a couple of dry days and 
also some moreshowers.  The 23rd was the wettest day with nearly 34mm 
rain (nearly 1.5 inches). 
 
Total rainfall for the month was 234.5mm (almost 9.5 ") falling on 27 days 
making this the wettest July this century by a long way.  The next wettest 
being July 2003 with 122mm (under 5"). 
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