
Minutes of the Ordinary Cutcombe Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 19th November 2024 in the Edwin Beckett Room, Moorland Hall 

 
Present: Parish Councillors Jon Levenson (Chair), Eric Norman (Vice Chair), Roger Foxwell, Claire Rooke, 

Sarah Cook, Oliver Yiend 
 
In attendance: Liz Stitt – Clerk, Cllr Steven Pugsley, Hazel Crockford, Richard Norman, two members of the 

public 

 

Item Minutes Action 

 Public Question Time. No questions were raised. 
 

 

24/153 To receive Apologies for Absence. Cllr Pugsley and Cllr Nicholson gave apologies 
as they had multiple meetings and would try and come if possible. Cllr Rooke gave 
apologies that she would be late for the meeting. 
 

 

24/154 To receive declarations of Interest. Cllr E Norman item 24/168 iii) [Cllr Rooke joined 
the meeting] 
 

 

24/155 To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the 15th of 
October 2024. These were approved and signed. 
 

 

24/156 To co-opt and new Councillor Hazel Crockford and Richard Norman put their name 
forward to join the council. Both candidates gave their reasons for wanting to be a 
Councillor and were asked questions by the current Councilor’s. [Cllr Pugsley joined 
the meeting] A ballot took place, and Richard Norman was co-opted by a majority and 
duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office form. Thanks were given to Hazel 
for putting herself forward, Cllr Levenson said he hoped she might consider it again if 
another opening becomes available on the council. 
 

 

24/157 To receive the Clerk’s Report. This was received by Councillors. Councillors agreed 
to go ahead with opening a new higher interest savings account for the reserves. 

 
 
 

24/158 To receive the Chair’s Report. Cllr Levenson reported the following: 
i) We are advertising for volunteers to come forward for the Snowdrop Valley 

Event. If each of the Councillors could try and find one volunteer to do a couple 
of shifts it would make a big difference.  

ii) It gave me great joy to see on the main BBC lunchtime news a huge banner 
next to the presenter that said “No Exmoor without farmers” at the latest rally. 

 

 

24/159 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors. Cllr Pugsley gave the following 
updates: 

i) The Highways staff are going to be reduced severely which means they will be 
under more pressure. A number of parishes have written to the Chief 
Executive, Duncan Sharkey and Bill Revans the leader of Somerset Council, 
expressing their concern about the reductions. It was agreed to send a letter 
with the council’s concerns regarding these cuts. Cllr Levenson and the Clerk 
will draft one up to be sent. 

ii) Somerset Council is re-warding the boundaries. The number of Councillors will 
go down from 110 to 96 and broadly speaking every less urban area will have 
a single member. There is a boundary commission initial survey which has to 
be completed by the 20th of January. A number of parishes have said they want 
to stay in a group with similar rural parishes rather than be split up with a town 
which could end up dominating it. It was agreed to add this to the next agenda 
to be discussed. The clerk will contact other local parishes to get their views. 

iii) The Southern Exmoor Foodbank is now being established as a separate trust 
and will be run out of the youth club in Dulverton.  

iv) A note was read out from Jo White regarding planning application 6/8/24/002 
which explained that an extension of time had been agreed for the 
determination of the application until the 31st of January 2025. 

 

 
 
 
Cllr 
Levenson, 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/160 To consider highways and transport matters.  
i) The council received a complaint from a parishioner about the recent hedge 

 



cutting that took place. The Clerk replied to the parishioner apologising. The 
council will make sure it doesn’t happen again in that area. 

ii) A complaint was received from a parishioner regarding a parked Land Rover 
on the main road between Luckwell Bridge and Exford. A councillor will speak 
to the owners of the car and ask them if they could pull it off the road in future. 

iii) Cllr Yiend asked for the link to report potholes to be put on the website so 
people can report them directly. The Clerk will add this. 

iv) Cllr Pugsley will bring up the matter of the blocked drains around Shearwell 
Data with Kali Martin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 

24/161 To Consider any planning matters.  
i) Planning Application 6/8/24/004 Old Stowey Bungalow. Proposed erection 

of stable building. It was proposed and seconded to support the application 
which was unanimously agreed with a show of hands. 

ii) Planning Application 6/8/24/005 Paddock opposite Church of St John. 
Proposed erection of 1no 3 bed local affordable dwelling together with 
detached workshop, parking, creation of new access and associated 
change of use of paddock to residential. After the applicants addressed the 
council as to why they wanted to build the house, it was proposed and 
seconded to support the application which was unanimously agreed with a 
show of hands.[Cllr Pugsley left the meeting] 

 

 

24/162 Update on Moorland Hall & Recreation Ground.  
i) The shed that holds the cricket equipment has been repaired. 
ii) The portrait of the King is going to be moved to the main hall. Cllr Levenson 

asked if the Snowdrop Valley picture could also be moved to the main hall, Cllr 
Yiend will make this request to the committee. It was also highlighted that it 
would be good to have a copy of the original picture of Edwin Beckett back in 
the Edwin Beckett room. 

iii) Councillors highlighted that it would be good to see a plan from the Moorland 
Hall regarding the sports pavilion in the new year as people want to know what 
is happening with it. 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Yiend 

24/163 Update on the Warm Space Initiative. Cllr Rooke is going to speak to a carer who is 
going to give her a run down of who they think will benefit from this initiative. Cllr E. 
Norman has not been able to talk to David Weir regarding it yet but will try and do this 
before the next meeting. It will be kept on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

Cllr 
Rooke, 
Cllr E 
Norman 

24/164 Update on the Community Review Project. A final report is being prepared which 
should be ready to share at the next meeting. 
 

 

24/165 Discuss producing a communication survey of the gaps in good broadband and 
mobile phone signal. The clerk will ask Cllr Pugsley for a template of the survey that 
other parishes have used to circulate on the website etc. Cllr Levenson will circulate 
paper copies. The Clerk will also ask Andrew Bray from Wootton Courtenay Parish 
Council how they collated their surveys. It will be kept on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 

24/166 To note correspondence which Councillors have received in the correspondence 
report. This was received and noted. 
 

 

24/167 To receive the draft minutes from the Snowdrop Valley Committee meeting dated 
1st October 2024. These were received. Cllr E. Norman gave an update on the latest 
Snowdrop Valley committee meetings.  
 

 

24/168 Finance: 
i) Discuss the quote for the Speed Indicator Device Maintenance. It was 

agreed to go ahead with the quote for the maintenance of the SID subject to 
clarifying that it includes a replacement battery.  

ii) To receive the Q2 2024/25 council accounts reports and bank 
reconciliation. These were received by Councillors. 

iii) To receive and approve the schedule of payments and note receipts. 
These were received and approved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24/169 Items for consideration on the next agenda 
i) Discuss the council’s response to the boundary commission consultation. 
ii) Update on the Warm Space Initiative.  
iii) communication survey of the gaps in good broadband and mobile phone signal  

 

 

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 
 
 
 

Signed:         Dated:  

 

Appendix: 

i) Clerks Report  

ii) Schedule of Payments 

iii) Correspondence Report 

 


