Minutes of the Ordinary Cutcombe Parish Council Meeting held at
7.30pm on Tuesday 17" February 2026 in the Edwin Beckett Room,
Moorland Hall

Present: Parish Councillors Eric Norman (Chair), Roger Foxwell, Richard Norman, Hazel
Crockford, Jon Levenson

In attendance: Liz Stitt — Clerk, ClIr Frances Nicholson, ClIr Steven Pugsley, two members of
public

ltem Minutes Action

Public Question Time. Two members of the public spoke giving details to Clirs on
agenda item 26/16 ii).

26/11 To receive Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Clir Oliver Yiend
and ClIr Sarah Cook.

26/12 To receive declarations of Interest. Clir Eric Norman, The Rest & Be Thankful Inn

26/13 To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the 27" of
January 2026. These were approved and signed.

26/15 To consider highways and transport matters. (This item was brought forward
by the Chair)

- A course has been found for SID training for one of the Highways Wardens
to attend. Further details of this will be added to the next agenda to be
discussed and agreed whether to go ahead.

- An email has been received by Clirs about the A396 Pitt Bridge repairs from
the Senior Bridge Engineer of Somerset Council. The Clerk will send the Clerk
contact details of the three landowners around the repairs to the Bridge
Engineer to contact. [Cllr Steven Pugsley and ClIr Frances Nicholson joined
the meeting] Clir Foxwell will also bring it up at the next Highways Sub -
Group Meeting for them to contact the landowners. [Cllr Hazel Crockford
joined the meeting]

i) Discuss whether to get the current SID repaired at a cost of £960+VAT. The
SID has not worked since coming back from being maintained by Westcotec and the
company is saying it needs to be repaired at a cost of £960+VAT. The company has
been contacted and said they can see that it was working their end before it was
sent back to us. Clirs asked for the Clerk to push this back to Westcotec further as it
is not acceptable that it was maintained and now, they are asking for a large amount | Clerk
for it to be fixed and at the very least ask for the cost of the maintenance to be re-
imbursed. In the meantime, the council will wait for a grant that is opening in April
through Avon and Somerset Police to see whether a new SID can be purchased
with this. It was also suggested to look on Amazon as there are some SIDS for sale
on there at a cheaper cost than it is to repair the current one.

26/14 To receive reports from Somerset Councillors.

- Somerset Council still hasn’t set its budget and will put council tax up to the
maximum they can which is 4.99%.

- The ENPA Housing Needs Survey is now live, and we need to encourage as
many people to do it as possible.

- There is going to be a public consultation for dog control areas. Somerset
Council is trying to put the same regulations throughout the whole of
Somerset and part of this is to look into banning all dogs from graveyards
which won’t work for working dogs and rural areas. A one size fits all policy




won’'t work. Clirs will keep a close eye on this going forward.

- Until we know what Somerset Council’s budget will be, we don’t know what
services they might then say they can’t afford to run anymore, and whether
or not those services will then devolve onto parishes or be lost.

- The boundary commission report is due on the 3" of March.

- It's the 125" anniversary of Minehead Lifeboat station on the 3 of March.

- Mrs Worral contacted the member of parliament Rachel Gilmour to try and
get speedier work done on repairing their gutter.

- There has been no further information on the car park consultation.

- No further information has come through about the speeding issues around
Luckwell Bridge. The council is still trying to find out who owns the triangle of
land. Residents are encouraged to report any near misses and write to the
council with any specific incidents to build up evidence of how dangerous it
is. It was suggested for a minibus to pick up the school children which may
make it safer.

- There are some big ash trees near roads which are on Badgworthy Land
with ash dieback which could cause serious safety concerns if they fall. Cllr
Eric Norman will contact Badgworthy Land company about these.

- Rachel Gilmour visited Snowdrop Valley at the weekend and had breakfast
the next day in the Moorland Hall too.

CliIr Eric
Norman

26/16 To consider any Planning matters.
i) Planning Application Consultation 6/8/25/006 SHUTE CLOSE, LOWER
PARK LANE, CUTCOMBE, MINEHEAD, TA24 7DH —
Amended/additional details. The Parish council supported this
application when it was put to them originally. It has since had an
amendment to the details which changed the description from
agricultural building to equestrian building. Clirs agreed that no further
comments were needed to be put forward since this amendment.
ii) Planning Application Consultation EXM/26/010/FULL Little Quarme
Farm Dunkery Road Exford Minehead TA24 7TEA After getting Cllirs
views around the table it was proposed to support the application by Clir
Richard Norman, seconded by ClIr Roger Foxwell and resolved
unanimously. [Two members of the public left the meeting]
26/17 To review and adopt the IT Policy. This was sent to Clirs to be reviewed prior to
the meeting. It was agreed to adopt the policy.
26/18 Finance
i) To receive and approve the schedule of payments and note receipts.
This was received and approved.
26/19 To receive and acknowledge the minutes of the Finance and Risk Working
Group meeting dated 19th of January 2026. This was received by Clirs.
26/20 Correspondence:

i) To note the correspondence which Councillors have received in the
correspondence report. This was received by Clirs.

An update was given on Snowdrop Valley. Despite the weather people are still
visiting. The school have been doing their café and have managed to raise some
money despite the wet weather. It was suggested for the Snowdrop Valley
committee to invest in rubber matting to go over the electric cables for the trailer to
help protect the cables. This will be looked into.




26/21 Items for consideration on the next agenda.
- SID Training Course.
- Update from Westcotec on the current SID.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed: Dated:

Appendix:
i) Schedule of Payments
ii) Correspondence Report




